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Dwelling Places Then and Now
Sheol, the place before the cross

The Jewish concept of Sheol defines the original dwelling place of all departed souls. The Hebrew word (shé’ of)
is used 65 times in the Old Testament and Is often translated as “grave”. lewish scholars taught that both the righteous
dead (Genesis 37:35; Jacob’s “going down to the grave {Sheol)”), and the wicked dead (Proverbs 5:5, 7:27, 9:18) resided
there; the one in great bliss and the other in great torment. The Scofield Reference Bible, advancing a very old view,
equates Sheol with the NT term {used ten times) Hades. It holds that Hades is in two compartments (hell and paradise)
that are separated by an impassable chasm. furthermore, it teaches that Christ went there during the three days
between the cross and His resurrection and preached the Good News of the kingdom and freed the righteous dead
(Ephesians 4:9, 1 Peter 3:18-20, Revelation 1:18) leading them “in His train” up to heaven. The early church promoted
the same theology in the Apostles Creed by stating, “He (Jesus) descended ta the dead (or into hell).” Jesus clearly
proclaimed the reality of Sheol in His description of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) and gives us much detail
about that place. There is consciousness, concern, conviction, and conversation in Sheol. Note that this account occurs
before Calvary so all of the righteous dead are in Paradise at the side of Abraham (the emblem of OT faith and God's
promise). They’re waiting to go to heaven and to God. But first they have to meet Jesus... why?, because there is
“salvation in no other name” (Acts 4:12). When Jesus was about to die on the cross for the sins of all mankind He spoke
to the believing thief next to Him (Luke 23:43) and sald, “/ tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise (not
heaven, see John 20:17)". We see that Jesus intended to go down to Sheol {Paradise) immediately after the cross to
minister in that place.
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Two Places of Blessing

So Paradise (Abraham'’s side) and Heaven were not the same place. Heaven is always referred to as “up” (“looked up to
heaven,” Acts 7:55) and Is the place where God, His throne, His angels, and the heavenly temple reside. Sheal {hell and
paradise) is always referred to as “down” (Luke 10:15) and there Is no Bible reference to God’s residence or throne being
there. However, we should note an important change following fesus’ ascension (2 Corinthians 12:2-4, Revelation 2:7);
now Jesus’ “side”, or heaven, is also referred to as Paradise. The former Paradise below still exists and, we can assume,
still serves as the dwelling place for the souls of the righteous dead who have demonstrated their faith, but don’t know
Jesus Messizh (including modern Jews). We're not told in the scriptures if or when Jesus still visits Sheol. Revelation
20:14 describes Sheol’s final destruction (“Then death and Hades were thrown into the Lake of Fire”).

Two Places of Suffering

Just as there are two dwelling places for the souls of the righteous dead, there are also two dwelling places for
the souls of the wicked dead. The first, hell, we have discussed already and that place is still in use today; but will be
emptied (Revelation 20:13). The second, also called the second death or the Lake of Fire (Revefation 20:14), awaits the
final Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) to recelve Its occupants. Following that final judgment alf
unbelievers will be thrown into the Lake of Fire and will remain there, apart from God, for all eternity (Revelation 20:15).

A Final Note

Christians should remember, whenever a Christian dies their soul and spirit go directly to heaven to be with
Jesus their Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).




